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The holidays have come to an end and the stream of cars and food drives have slowed down – but we are still blessed.

 The Auburn Adventist Academy had chosen The Auburn Food Bank and South County Outreach as their charity for their Journey to Bethlehem Christmas production.  What an awesome event!  Over 6,000 people were able to walk through their portrayal of the family’s journey to Bethlehem for the census – only to find Baby Jesus.  The students of the academy did an incredible job and are to be commended for their efforts!   In a world of many stories about youth and crimes – it’s nice to know “they aren’t all that way!”

 Other youth were also instrumental this month in bringing in food – Auburn Riverside High School, King County Grange Youth, and Jr. Optimists.

 We received a call through the University of Washington’s Public Health Department.  Two professors have a class where they try to give students a hands-on project for their final.  TAFB and Des Moines Area Food Bank agreed to participate – 8 students will arrive at each food bank – and in each community and do a study on the impact food banks have in the community and for their clients.  From this we hope to have a report that can be taken to our grantors and legislators.  We also hope to learn if there is an area of need we are not covering.  The students only have an 8 week window to complete this project so they have hit the ground running – volunteering here and searching the internet for all they can find.  We all hope this will lead to a project a quarter for the food bank world!

Normally, January is the month for the All School Food Drive --- this year we asked to have the date moved to February 23 – March 6 – so we could count the food in March.  The reason is – The Alan Shawn Feinstein Foundation does a “percentage match” for all foods and monies donated through the months of March and April (  www.feinsteinfoundation.org ).  So – you can see that by having about 60,000 + pounds of food come through in March – this will help our “match”!

 As most of you have heard – Bill Kyle passed away this month after almost 9 months of struggling after he fell ill last March.  Bill was a visionary but also a man who knew how to get things done.  He was very instrumental in the work of the food bank in the ‘90’s – getting us on stable financial ground.  He always had an idea of how we could do more!  Bill was the “founder” of our back pack program in the schools – he didn’t dream it up – he read about it happening somewhere else – and decided Auburn needed to help their own school students.  This program now feeds 120 students every weekend and through the school holiday breaks.   We have a great group of students from Mt View High School who pack the back packs and we have 3 awesome volunteer drivers who pick up the empty backpacks and totes from each school and redeliver them to the schools each week.

 Uniquely Auburn is a wonderful event!  I’ve always like the name (and event) “Uniquely Auburn” because I think it does show what kinds of hidden talents do represent our city – and it fits the “more than you imagined” tag line so well!  We are blessed by those attending who brought food and cash donations to support The Auburn Food Bank.

January brings the National One Night Count event – where community volunteers walk their city to find the homeless all across the nation – giving a “snap shot in time” of what homelessness looks like.  Valley Cities, Auburn Youth Resources and The Auburn Food Bank partnered together again this year to field 8 teams that went out in the VERY early hours of the morning, in the 35-40 degree weather.  Our numbers were up from last year – and considerably up all across the county.  For those of us cuddled up in our homes, even with the heat turned down to help save money – we have no idea of what these “neighbors” face each night as they try to sleep in the elements of nature.  The “morning” was warmer than last year’s 28 degrees – but the air was damp – and the “wet” seemed to seep through our clothes.  The flooding along our rivers has moved some of our homeless to other areas but the sign of their life was still evident.  

Heading to my office at 5:30 AM – Michael Hursh and I discovered 8 people standing at the food bank doors – waiting for the financial appointments that start at 9:00 AM.  WE were heading home to warm houses – but these people were braving the cold hours of the morning so they could ask for help with a power bill or a rent payment.  

Later that night – The Auburn Food Bank was chosen as the recipient of the PEOPLES CHOICE AWARDS donations at the Miss Auburn Scholarship Pageant.   Over $4,000 was raised - AUBURN IS AWESOME!

This pageant is a wonderful reflection on the heart of Auburn and what YOU do for our youth!  These monies will help us help those who were standing at our door.

Our year closed and we looked at our numbers:
from 2006 – 2007 – we were up 234 households.
from 2007 – 2008 – we were up 3426 households.

 This is the reason why we need to stay in the news, in your conversations, in the face of our legislature……..while other “for profits” are seeing their client/customer base reduce --- non profits are seeing their client base increase.  We don’t have the funding that can sustain numbers like this – we can’t close our doors in the face of our clients.  We must stay open – and we must take care of those who are less fortunate than ourselves.  Thank you – everyday I say it – THANK YOU – for helping us help so many others.

Debbie Christian
Executive Director
The Auburn Food Bank                                                   

One Can Make A Difference!
