The Auburn Food Bank

June 2008  Agency Report

Auburn Citizens are AWESOME!

Last month I shared our donations were down by about $40,000.00.  Shortly thereafter, the newspapers and TV started telling stories of food banks all over the country struggling to make ends meet – and still meet the need of the client.  You won’t believe how people have responded!


Two young people on separate days came to the food bank – one a young


woman who stopped Elizabeth while she was on an errand outside the building.


She asked Elizabeth if she worked here – then handed her $300.00 cash – and 

walked away…answering – “no – I don’t need a receipt.”

Five days later a young man came into the building – headed straight for the

Office and handed Kayla $1000.00 cash – and left….

What an inspiration!

Our Board sent out a letter asking for help – the response has almost totaled $10,000.00!!!

While the amount of monies did not “break us even” – the gifts were certainly a very clear message that AUBURN CARES and you have trusted us with your donation to help others.

THANK YOU…you had a choice of where to send your dollars – and you left them here in Auburn so we could help your neighbor, your son or daughter, or even your parent.

Like you – our gas expense is up – our food purchase expense is up – and we are feeding more at “home”.  

One of the comments I hear so often is: “I haven’t been here for two (three, four, or five) years.  We thought we were on our feet but now we have to come back.”  How hard for them!  It’s already not easy to admit you need food…..then you get on your feet….your confidence is strong and your pride is healing….and wham…here you are again.  And all we can do is remind them “that’s why we are here…we’re glad you trust us….you will be ok again.”   The hard part is – we have to turn away the ones that are coming back for the third or fourth visit of the month.

Our fiscal year is ending June 30 – so we have a big challenge ahead to present a balanced budget for 08-09 and hold to the services we are currently providing.

Generosity not only abounds in individuals but businesses of Auburn are stepping up as well.  David Alan Davis of the Longhorn Restaurant is hosting a “Dualing Piano’s” night on June 26th.  This is the fourth year he has done this for us!  The cost is $25.00 – heavy appetizers will be served at 7:00 and the incredible entertainment starts at 8:00 pm.  Tickets can be purchased from a board member, here at the office, or by meeting us at the door on June 26th at the Longhorn!

As long as you are marking your calendar – please join us on June 21st at 11:00 am at Bible Baptist on R St SE – for the memorial service of board member Joyce Triplett.  Our loss is certainly Heaven’s gain.  We miss Joyce very much and are looking forward to honoring her memory.

The Auburn School District Community Labs program recognized Kayla Sargent and the food bank for our work with the special needs students who come to work for us each day.  We so enjoy partnering with this program!  Watching these students learn some new skills, gain some confidence and then teach us a thing or two is always a highlight to our day!  

Communities in Schools invited us to their fundraising event.  You might remember this is the organization that partnered with us to help send back packs home on the weekends to the most at risk students.  Back packs are filled with enough food to help the student with breakfast and lunch – as well as snacks for the weekend.  The CIS client who shared – stated that she and her husband and young elementary son have been living in their car for most of the school year.  CIS has helped them in many areas…and her son has brought a back pack home each weekend which has helped to feed him.  This one story has made that program worth it…I couldn’t wait to share it with the students from Auburn Mountainview High School who come to the food bank each week to make that program work.

The Community Lab partnership, the Communities in Schools partnership and the All School Food Drive are just a few programs that couldn’t have happened if we wouldn’t have had the support of Superintendent Linda Cowan who is retiring this month.   Thank you, Linda!

Another date:  June 25th 11:30 – 1:30   Join us at the food bank for a farewell reception for Elizabeth Daly.  Many of you have worked with her on events for the food bank or if you have called with a donation – Elizabeth is who has helped you!  She will be retiring on June 30 and we wish her all the best!

Leadership Institute has ended.  What started out seeming very daunting has turned out to be very doable.  I have gained a great circle of friends and new supporters to the food bank!  And – I must say – I have gained a new confidence in myself!  (Thank you, class!)

Part of the class requirement is dividing down into 5 teams and coming up with a community service project that can be done with very little money yet have a big impact!  Two projects will directly enhance our work here at the food bank.   One project is a “easy – how to” recipe book.  The challenge was to portray to clients  – how to use some of the food they receive.   For instance – beans.  Dried, hard, unedible.  How do you make them edible?   Since most of us don’t cook like our grandmothers did – from scratch – this is usually not something our clients know, either.   This recipe book has given easy directions, easy uses, and is pictured to try to help those who also don’t speak English!  This project was also translated into Spanish.

The second project was my teams!  They came up with – translating all of our papers that we either hand to the client in the form of our Welcome Brochure, or ask our client to fill out for government programs – into 7 different languages.  A handy notebook for our receptionist use that says:  “I speak….(language)”  and a CD of all the forms in all the languages so they can be easily printed or changed as we need.    Only one of these forms had been computer generated by us so the first step was a donation by Johnson Laminant and Flooring who converted the forms into electronic forms so they could then be sent out to translators.   This dedicated team found translators in schools, at work, and even got a translating company to donate their time.  The team represented Green River Community College, Auburn Parks & Rec, Columbia Bank, Auburn Hospital, Boeing, Kent Fire Department, and Multi Care of Auburn!   These projects will be shared with the South King County Food Coalition – a group of 13 food banks in South King County!

Thanks to everyone who has made an impact on our clients this month…you have truly “paid forward” your blessings.

Debbie Christian

Executive Director

