November 2007

HANDS AROUND AUBURN CONTINUES

 

The month has been a whirlwind!

 

The story about the Sweet 16 Birthday Party of Meghan Bruya and friends Kayla and Ryan, was run in Mary Swift's column and then picked up by NW Afternoon.   While riding to the taping of NW Afternoon, Kathy and I worked on the program for the Harvest Breakfast.  The kids did a great job!  KOMO 4 was very impressed by their giving hearts!

 

I attended a meeting with Pegi Moll from Valley Cities to see about incorporating the homeless one nite count in Auburn.  Pegi and I then met with the Mayor for the cities approval and assistance.  We will be mapping the city for shelter and creating walking routes and gathering volunteer help.  These numbers are a "one point in time" idea of the homeless in our area.  These numbers also assist us in our grant requests.  The event will take place in January.

 

Met with AHS teacher Linda Morris about her sewing club making aprons for us!  They were very excited to have a community service project and will be getting started on those soon!

 

The Federal Employees Giving Campaigns have kicked off this month.  I did two "show n tells" at the Social Security Administration and the Federal Aviators Administration.  Both locations did large food drives for us. By the end of January, we should know how many employees chose to include us in their giving.  The food drives are in and there was over 1300 pounds from each site!

 

While our Harvest Breakfast was a HUGE success in PR, it did not garner the kind of money we had budgeted or hoped for.  We are short $9800.00 from our budget numbers.  This was a big shock in that the "feel of the day" was so overwhelming!  I have had so many emails and notes about the success of our message!  One other Executive Director in town told me what a great event that was and had taken notes and was hoping to steal from us!  The email response we received afterwards was even a big surprise!  

 

Food has been extremely slow in local donations.  We are down compared to last year, however, the donations picked up drastically this week (November 12th) - as people started their own holiday shopping. 

A great group of youth and adults from Northwest Family Church came one Saturday to help us sort, repackage food and even had two little 3 year olds help us clean the children’s toy area!

Our back pack program is still ongoing!  Service Learners from AMVHS still make this happen!  For the Holidays, they packed 5 meals instead of just the usual two.  

 

The Thanksgiving Basket give-away was yesterday (November 20).  Thanks to each of you who were able to come and help!  It felt like we served record numbers but since we had computer issues, our numbers aren't complete as we had to do many by hand.  We did not get the big meat donations this year so had to buy whole chickens.  (As of November 30 – our numbers are at 662 Families representing 2024 people.)  Students from AMVHS were a great help as they come the day before and breakdown all the flour and sugar and then come back the next day to help all our clients take their groceries to the car.  These kids are awesome and very gracious with the clients.  This has been a wonderful service – as the day is usually cold – so by having the students take the carts out to the cars and bringing them back – the client can get warm and home faster!

 

In the spirit of Thanksgiving - I can't forget the great staff that put in hours upon hours during this season to make the many deliveries of barrels and the pick-up of barrels and food drives - as well as extra sorting events that happen during this season.  They have dedication and heart!  Additional help during this season comes from some very dedicated Boeing Employees who make our home deliveries for Thanksgiving Baskets.

 

Leadership Institute has group projects that must be completed by the end of the year - they need to be a benefit to the community and we can't spend any money to make them happen!  My group is proposing to work with all of our publications and have them translated to 7 different languages.  Another group approached me about making a cookbook in 3 languages that would help our clients with some of the very basics of cooking - like:  how to prepare rice and beans....or the many ways to prepare egg plant!   I felt very honored to have 2 of the 6 groups choose TAFB for their projects.  One of the reasons this project seemed ideal to me – we handed a young woman a bag of rice and she said she didn’t want it….knowing we aren’t supposed to push any food on a client – the question naturally came “you don’t like rice?”  And her reply was – “I don’t know how to fix it.”  I was saddened to learn another new lesson – what’s easy for some is not easy for others….We then told her more quietly that all she needed to do is boil it until it was soft….she smiled, said thank you, and took the rice…..

 

We have a skate night scheduled for December 11 so I am hoping 4 of you will volunteer -- advisors - don't forget you can participate as well!

 

Christmas Baskets will be on December 20 -- a Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00 for clients.  December 22 is Toys for Tots from 9:00 to 1:00 for clients.

I often get asked – “how else can I help” – and in the last newsletter, I suggested people could pick up gloves and stocking hats…and one lady took me up on that and brought in about 40 pairs of gloves!  And we have put them to very good use!

I am always amazed and always grateful for all that comes to us here at the food bank.   Without the donation from YOU, we can’t help others!

Thank you…..thank you….

Debbie Christian

Executive Director

 

